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represent numbers. 

Also claimed are systems for the same purpose comprising: (a) nucleic acid 
constructs in which the mols. have multiple binding sites for 1 primer pair, 
the arrangement of which is such that amplification of an ensemble of mols. is 
possible, and this can then be used to determine a numerical code, or (b) an 
assortment of natural or synthetic particles which, through the combination of 
particle ensembles give the information for representing numbers. 

USE - The prods, can be used e.g. to characterise a blood sample (to detect 
incorrect labelling or sample-to-sample contamination) or works of art; to 
indicate prodn. or expiry dates; to characterise crops or fish catches; to 
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identify the source of oil spills. 
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ABSTRACT: 

New nucleic acid, suitable for internal characterisation of medical, biological 
or chemical samples, or of various types of prods., contains, by a combination 
of an ensemble of mols, the formation needed to represent numbers. Also 
claimed are systems for the same purpose comprising: (a) nucleic acid 
constructs in which the mols. have multiple binding sites for \- 1 primer pair, 
the arrangement of which is such that amplification of an ensemble of mols. is 
possible, and this can then be used to determine a numerical code, or (b) an 
assortment of natural or synthetic particles which, through the combination of 
particle ensembles give the information for representing numbers. 
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